Pastoral Need?
Please contact one of the Elders:
Albert Y. 403-505-3555
Bernie K. 403-357-6853
Bowen T. 403-598-7252
Clarence V. 403-391-6772
Johnathon N. 403-307-7122
Ken V. 403-350-3906
Pastor Leon 403-596-5806

Today’s Offering - Back to God Ministries
Offering Prayer - Gaylord
Mar. 18 - Wolf Creek Ministries
Online Giving Available (E-Transfer)
Email: treasurer@wolfcreekchurch.ca
Q - Where are you donating?
A - wolfcreek
*Please note, you can insert in the memo
which ministry you are donating funds to.

Church Information
PO Box 5072, Lacombe, AB T4L 1W7
Office Hours: Tue/Wed 10-1 & Thu 10-3
Office Phone: 403.782.4563
Email: office@wolfcreekchurch.ca
Bulletin Announcements due Thu. at 1pm:
bulletin@wolfcreekchurch.ca
Visit our website for more info about our church
& a safe place to submit confidential prayer
requests: www.wolfcreekchurch.ca
Pastor’s Email: pastorleon2007@gmail.com
Twitter: @Leon_Johnston
*Sunday Worship Service 10am
*Potluck Lunch 1st Sunday each month

“...exists to reach out & enfold people for Jesus,
together becoming devoted disciples of Him.”

March 11, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Matthew 18:21-35 NIV
“Seventy Times Seven”
The Hard Sayings of Jesus in
Matthew’s Gospel
Pastor Leon Johnston

This Week: Mar. 12 - 18
Mon - Chair Yoga 9 AM
Band of Brothers 7:30 PM
Tue - Fitness 4:45 PM

Coffee Today: John & Sandy U.
Nursery Today: Annette, Charissa & Anna
Greeters Today: Travis & Jenna
Coffee, Mar. 18: John & Sandy U.
Nursery, Mar 18: Stephanie, Mary & Verity
Greeters, Mar. 18: Brian, Peter & Nathan

Wed - Chair Yoga 9 AM
Thu - MomTime 9 AM
Parkland Choir 6:30 PM
Worship Practice 8 PM

Welcome Guests! May you experience the gracious hospitality of Christ and His people as you
worship with us today.

Nursery: We offer a supervised Nursery located off
the side of the main entrance for babies and toddlers. As well as a Cry Room for parents with babies located behind the sanctuary.

Fri - Chair Yoga 9 AM
Sat - Men’s Breakfast 7 AM
Sun - Worship Service 10 AM

Sunday School: Preschool (ages 3-5) meet your
teacher in room C3 down the hallway. Parents
please sign in your little ones. Children & Worship
(gr 1-3) will have a class today in the room upstairs.
Grades 4-6 will have a class today in room C1.

Announcements:
Pastor’s Blog: Reflecting on Forgiveness
I was going to preach on Matthew 12:46-50 this
Sunday, but then I read a sermon by Barbara
Brown Taylor on Matthew 18:21-35, where Jesus
talks about forgiveness. And I knew that I had my
final “hard saying of Jesus” for this sermon series.
For who of us does not struggle with forgiveness?
All of us have been hurt by another person. And
we have experienced the anger at the offense or
betrayal, and the challenge of forgiveness. It’s
interesting how just before this passage Matthew
records Jesus’ teaching on confronting sin in the
church (18:15-20). And then he goes on to talk
about unforgiveness, which leads me to conclude
that this is one of the great sins in the church that
needs confronting. And then Jesus, speaking to
his disciple, Peter, tells this powerful story of
grace and ungrace. Notice how in the previous
passage Matthew remains general in his address.
Now he makes it personal, addressing Peter at
the outset and us in the conclusion. (The “you” in
v. 35 is plural in the Greek language.) The basic
message of this passage is that we are called to
forgive others continually based on God’s forgiveness we have received through Christ.
Sometimes we forget about God’s grace when we
are nursing a hurt. In our anger (and perhaps
even hate) we want the person who hurt us to
pay. Forgiveness may be the furthest thing from
our minds at first. But when we experience the
radical forgiveness of Christ, we cannot carry on
in this way any longer. The forgiven must forgive.
And so in this last hard saying of Jesus we are
called to do what may be the hardest thing of all:
forgive someone who has hurt us. But forgive
them we must, if we want to experience God’s
forgiveness. I find that, as one theologian suggests, prayer is a good place to start. If you are
having trouble forgiving another person, ask God
to show you his immense grace through Christ.
And then ask him to help you extend that grace to
the person who has hurt you. As you pray for
them, God will begin to soften your heart, so that
you can begin the process of forgiveness. Eventually, with God’s help, you will be able to wish
them well, which is a good sign that you are on
the right track. Forgiving a person who has hurt
you is difficult, but it becomes a bit easier when
you realize just how much God has forgiven you
through Christ.

Youth Ministry: Happily, there will be another prayer meeting for the youth ministry of this church this Sunday. All those who are interested in participating are invited to meet in the prayer room after the worship service.
Wolf Creek Wednesday: Please note that the regular Wednesday afternoon coffee time with the pastor
(called “Wolf Creek Wednesday” [WCW]) will not occur on Mar. 14, as Pastor Leon will be away attending the
spring meeting of Classis AB North (our regional governing body of churches), which occurs on Mar. 14 & 15.
Happily, WCW will resume on Mar. 21.
Hands & Feet Committee are regrouping and starting to plan for the next Hands & Feet Service. At this time
we are needing more committee members and Lidy DeWit is our new leader. Please contact Lidy (403-3188246) for more information or to join us!
Lacombe Volunteer Link will be having their Annual General Meeting on Tuesday March 13, 7:00 PM at St.
Stephen Catholic Church in Lacombe. All are invited to come hear our guest speaker Judy Pyra. Judy is the Outreach Coordinator at Lacombe and District FCSS. She will be speaking about challenges and successes in our
community, as well as, how the Benevolent Fund is managed. Refreshments will be served.
The Insanity of God: Lacombe Pentecostal Church presents a movie event on Saturday, Mar. 17 6:30 PM. Free
admission and refreshments will be for sale with proceeds to the LPC Mission fund. The Insanity of God is a true
story of the missionaries Nik & Ruth Ripken. After the death of their son, this ordinary couple journeys into the
depths of the persecuted church, asking the question — "is Jesus worth it?" This movie will especially be of interest to those who have a missions heart.
Burial Society: The Lacombe Christian Reformed Burial Society annual general meeting is scheduled to be held
at Woodynook CRC on March 19 at 7:30 PM. All members are welcome to attend. We will be voting to approve
an updated version of the society by-laws. If you wish to review the changes, they are available upon request to
Cindy. If you are wondering how to join the society, or want to know more about it, contact Cindy Siebenga at
403-748-2887 or Jack Siebenga at 403-885-4380.
GEMS Camp: Registration for GEMS CAMP 2018 is now open. If you are going into Grade 5 through going into
Grade 8 this fall, and want to have a great summer experience, this is for you! Please see your head counsellor
for a registration form. This year camp will be held from August 6 - 10, 2018 at the Rehoboth Camp on Gull
Lake. Registration is limited to the first 50 applications received by regular postal mail. As well, we are looking
for cooks, counsellors, counsellors-in-training (CIT's) and a handyman because we can't run camp without
them! If you would like more information regarding camp, or would like to volunteer for one of the staff positions, please contact Bonnie Bennik (gbbennik@platinum.ca) or Cindy Grebely (cindygrebely@gmail.com).

